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PRESIDENT EISENHOWER PAYS HIGHEST TRIBUTE TO 
AUSTRIA- AMBASSADOR GRUBER SUBMITS CREDENTIALS. 
On March 10, 1954, Dr. Karl Gruber, the new Austrian Ambas- 
sador to the United States presented his credentials to Presi- 
dent Eisenhower, who took this occasion to make some exten- 
sive remarks on the relations between the United States and 
Austria. In his address the President declared: 

‘It is with special satisfaction that I accept the Letter of 


Credence from His Excellency the President of the Republic 


— 


ey e-—t— 


f Austria accrediting you as Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to the Government of the United States. Your 
listinguished role in Austrian affairs of patriot and statesman 
and your positive contribution to the happy and close rela- 
tions existing between our two countries are well known and 
appreciated. You are most welcome in this country. 

‘*Your generous expressions of gratitude on behalf of your 
country for American assistance in the political and economic 
rehabilitation of Austria are also much appreciated. A major 
\bjective of United States policy continues to be the restora- 
tion of Austria’s complete political and economic indepen- 
fence and any assistance which the Government and people 
f the United States have been able to render has been given 
gladly in the hope that it would contribute to the accomplish- 
ment of this objective. Our only regret is that the full free- 
iom for which we and the Austrian people have incessantly 
worked has not been realized. 

‘It is gratifying to note that the Austrian people, far from 
being discouraged by the results of the Berlin conference, are 


/ determined to continue their struggle for freedom and that they 


—o a 


— 


(Continued on page 3) 


FIGL SAYS AUSTRIA WILL DEMAND STATE TREATY RE- 
VISION. Austrian Foreign Minister Leopold Figl declared in 
an address that the 150 million dollars demanded of Austria 
by the Soviet Union as a settlement for plants confiscated by 
the Soviets in Austria is a sum which Austria would have been 
prepared to pay in 1949 for prompt conclusion of the State 
Treaty. Since that time, he pointed out, the Soviet Union has 
obtained payment through its economic exploitation of these 


| plants in Austria itself. Declaring that Austria cannot permit 





herself to be degraded to a colonial state by accepting this 
exploitation without resistance, the Chancellor declared that 
She will make demands for revision at a future State Treaty 
Conference. 


AMERICA’S PART IN AUSTRIAN RECOVERY WILL NEVER 
BE FORGOTTEN - DR. KARL GRUBER. In his speech of pre- 
sentation, Dr. Gruber had declared, among other things: 

‘*I am very glad to represent my country in the great Re- 
public of the United States which I know and admire from my 
three visits in previous years. May I take this opportunity to 
express to you, Mr. President, the deep gratitude and high ap- 
preciation of Austria for your country’s generous political and 
economic assistance which enabled my country to recuperate 
from the consequences of the last war. The extended economic 
support which Austria has received from the Government, from 
the Congress and from the people of the United States will ne- 
ver be forgotten by my countrymen. In the political develop- 
ment of Austria the United States Government has always sup- 
ported Austria in her struggle for her final freedom. The Ber- 
lin Conference, for reasons well known the world over, did not 
fulfill the hopes of the Austrian people. My countrymen highly 
appreciated your government’s friendly and most helpful atti- 
tude during the Berlin Conference. The Austrians, far from be- 
ing discouraged by the results of that conference, are deter- 
mined to continue their struggle for freedom and they look with 
confidence to the friendship of the United States which is and 
always will be of the utmost importance to my country. May I 
assure you, Mr. President, that I will try to strengthen the al- 
ready existing excellent and friendly relations be tween our 
two countries and I beg to request your and your government’s 
most valuable help and assisiance.’’ 


SAVINGS BANKS SUBSCRIBE 600 MILLION LOAN FOR 
RAILWAY INVESTMENT. The Clearing Department of the 
Austrian Savings Banks has subscribed a new state loan for 
600 million schillings which will be used for the reconstruc- 
tion of railway stations and for the electrification of the 
Federal Railways. The loan is for an eight-year term, will 
pay 6% interest, is eligible for trust-fund investment, is 
quoted on the Vienna Exchange and is acceptable as col- 
lateral with the Austrian National Bank. Redemption will take 
place during the last five years of the term of the loan. The 
Vienna newspaper ‘‘Wiener Zeitung’’ comments that the sub- 
scription of this loan marks the return of Austrian savings 
banks to their essential function, i.e. of granting credit to 
the State. The fact that the savings banks were able to take 
this step is due to the unusually favorable trend of savings 
deposits in the year 1953 and thereafter. Within the framework 
of the Special Budget, the funds for which must be raised 
through credit channels, 398.2 million schillings are ear- 
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marked for electrification of the Federal Railways and 149.3 
million for other investments. Of the latter sum, 78.7 million 
schillings are to be used for such railway purposes as build- 
ing bridges, replenishing rolling stock, construction of build- 
ings, permanent ways and substructures. Moreover, it is 
planned that Vienna’s North and South Stations as well as the 
stations in Graz and Innsbruck will be rebuilt. 


U.S. RELEASING TWO RADIO TRANSMITTERS IN AUSTRIA. 
In a note to Austrian Chancellor Julius Raab, the American 
Government has declared that it is prepared to tum over to 
Austria the two American-controlled radio transmitters of the 
Red-White-Red network in Salzburg and Linz. Since the two 
transmitters were built by the Americans and since part of the 
broadcasting equipment is American property, this equipment 
will at first be placed at the Austrian Government’s disposal 
on a loan basis in order to guarantee uninterrupted broadcast- 
ing operations and to make possible gradual replacement of 
of the equipment. The Vienna transmitter of the Red-White-Red 
network, however, will continue to be operated by the United 
States, which built the installation entirely at its own expense. 


HIGH HONOR FOR VICE-CHANCELLOR AND FOREIGN 
MINISTER. Austrian President Theodore Koerner has awarded 
Vice-Chancellor Adolf Schaerf and Foreign Minister Leonold 
Fig] the Grand Golden Insignia with Ribbon in recognition of 
their outstanding services since 1945 as leading members of 
the Federal Government. The insignia of these high decora- 
tions was awarded to the two statesmen by President Koerner 
in person, in the presence of Chancellor Julius Raab. 


PROMINENT EUROPEAN POLITICAL LEADERS TO SPEAK 
IN VIENNA. At the meeting of the European Rally of Politic- 
ally Conscious Youth, which will open in the Austrian House 
of Parliament on March 27, the list of prominent European 
leaders who will speak includes Jean Monnet, President of 
the Schuman Plan countries, Paul Henri Spaak, President of 
the European Council, Andre Philipp, the general delegate of 
the European movement, and Lord Lynton, a member of the 
British Parliament. 


SEVERE COMMUNIST DEFEAT IN CARINTHIA MUNICIPAL 
COUNCIL ELECTIONS. The municipal council elections 
which were held in the province of Carinthia on March 14 end- 
ed in a heavy defeat for the Communists. Out of a total of 190, 
591 valid votes cast, the Communists received only 3,853. 
The results of the election were as follows (in parentheses, 
the number of seats won): People’ Party 17,616 votes (317 
seats), Socialist Party 90,421 votes (1,246 seats), Commu- 
nists 3,853 votes (20 seats), League of Independents 6,797 
votes (115 seats), ‘‘Heimatliste’’ 36,258 votes (538 seats), 
‘“Wirtschaftsliste’’ 1,421 votes (22 seats), ‘‘Wirtschaftsblock’’ 
2,361 votes (35 seats), other parties 30,699 votes (421 seats), 
‘*Finheitsliste’’ 1,165 votes (11 seats). 

One feature of the election was that in some communities 
certain parties gave up their independent candidacies and 
entered .into coalitions with other parties. This explains the 
multiplicity of ticket designations, which in most cases 
merely represented names for the coalitions set up between 


the various groups. In the 1950 municipal elections the Peo- 
ple’s Party won 48,213 votes, the Socialist Party 73,751, the 
Communists 5,078 and the League of Independents 31,001 


AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT TAKES MEASURES TO COUN. | 


TERACT ILLEGAL SOVIET TRADE. At a recent discussion 
between representatives of various ministries and the econo- 
mic chambers, presided over by Trade Minister Ugo Illig, it 
was decided to adopt strong measures to combat illegal Soviet 
trade in the Russian zone of Austria. As is known, the Soviets 
maintain retail stores in their zone in which most of the goods 
offered for sale consist of merchandise from the Communist 
countries smuggled into Austria as duty-free occupation power 
property. Moreover, these stores pay no taxes or other assess- 
ments, as a result of which they are able to dump their merch- 


: = ieee 


—— 


andise on the market at low prices, thereby inflicting severe , 


damage on the Austrian economy. 

It has now been decided to make known the names and ad- 
dresses of these firms, all of which are disguised as norma! 
retail houses, and to remind the public that every purchase at 


these stores is illegal and will be punished severely because ° 


none of these Russian firms has an Austrian trade license; ac- 
cording to Austrian trade regulations, whoever makes purcha- 
ses in such firms is guilty of violating the law. According to 
the same regulations, anyone who sells merchandise to such 
stores is also subject to severe penalty. The decision was 
reached to withdraw the trade licence of every businessman 
who may sell or make merchandise available to the Russian 
firms. It was agreed that there should be close collaboration 
between the Ministries of Trade, Finance and Justice in this 
matter. Emphasis was placed on the fact that the Austrian 
people have thus far demonstrated an extreme sense of discip- 


— 


line and have not made purchases in the Russian stores when- | 


ever the real proprietors were made known. 


AUSTRIA RESISTS SOVIET CONFISCATION ORDER. Accor- | 


ding to an announcement by the Austrian Ministry of the Inte 
rior, on March 15 the authorized representative of the Soviet 


High Commissioner in Lower Austria (Russian zone) ordered 


the Director of Public Safety of Lower Austria to confiscate a 


People’s party poster showing pictures of the Four-Power Con- 


ference in Berlin. Since the poster in no way violated Austri- 


an laws or the Allied Council Control Agreement, the Minister | 


of the Interior instructed the Security Chief to reject the Sov- 
iet demand. He also demanded that the Soviet occupation pow- 
er submit its demand in writing since Austrian law excludes 
any kind of censorship. 

It is also reported that Minister of the Interior Oskar Hel- 
mer was greeted with prolonged applause when he announced 
this decision to Parliament. 


CONTINUED SOVIET OVEREXPLOITATION WOULD EX. 
HAUST AUSTRIAN OIL RESOURCES BY 1972. According to 
expert information from reliable sources, the Socialist news 
service reports that approximately 18 million tons of oil were 
extracted from Austrian oil fields from 1932 to 1953. Almost 
12 million tons of this total have been removed by the Soviets 
who confiscated the fields in 1945 and have been carrying on 
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reckless overproduction ever since. In terms of word market 
prices, 12 million tons of oil are worth approximately 9.3 bil- 
lion schillings. According to the experts’ information, oil 
production has already passed its peak and the yield is now 
falling off. For this reason the Soviet occupying power has 
halted the search for additional sources of oil. In 1953 the 
Soviets still produced 3 million tons of oil in Austria. How- 
ever, it is estimated that in 1954 this figure will already fall 
off 15 percent. If Soviet overexploitation were to be continued 
unchecked, Austria’s oil deposits would be totally depleted 
by 1972 at the latest. 


President Eisenhower (Cont'd. from page 1) 


look with confidence to the friendship of the United States. 
I can assure you of such continued friendship and of complete 
sympathy with the desires of the Austrian people for indepen- 
dence. The courageous attitude displayed by the Austrian 
people and their diligence in the rebuilding of your country 
since the war merit the highest commendation. The Govern- 
ment of the United States, on its part, will not cease its ef- 
forts to conclude an Austrian Treaty which will grant Austria 
the freedom and independence she desires and so richly de- 
serves and, pending conclusion of a Treaty, will continue to 
seek means of easing Austria’s burdens of occupation. 

‘*Your expressed intention to endeavour to strengthen the 
already existing excellent and friendly relations between our 
countries is reciprocated by me and I assure you that all of- 
ficials of the Government of the United States will cooperate 
in every way to assist you in the accomplishment of your mis- 
sion. I should appreciate it if you would convey to His Ex- 
cellency the President of the Republic of Austria my sincere 
wishes for his personal welfare and for the continued progress 
and prosperity of the Austrian people.”’ 


RAAB SAYS AUSTRIA WILL DEMAND SUBSTANTIAL RE- 
DUCTION IN OCCUPATION BURDEN. Austrian Chancellor 
Julius Raab declared in an interview that the Austrian Gov- 
ernment intends to submit proposals to the Soviet and Ameri- 
can governments that they reduce the number of their occupa- 
tion troops in Austria in the manner already carried out by 
Britain and France. He observed that only a few hundred sol- 
diers were left in the British and French zones and that peace 
and order were nevertheless being maintained. Raab observed 
that the failure to conclude the Austrian treaty lay not in any 


action of the Austrian people but in the international situation. 


Pointing out that the Western Powers were in principle pre- 
pared to sign the state treaty and that the Soviet Union had 
also declared that its troops would no longer exercise occu- 
pation functions if the Soviet proposals were accepted - which 
would mean that all control activity on the part of the occupa- 
tion troops would be eliminated, Raab said that it is obvious 
that there is even now a desire to approach this goal as much 
as possible and that a substantial reduction in the number of 
troops will be urged. Among the other Austrian wishes listed 
by the Chancellor were the restoration of Austrian border and 
customs sovereignty in the Soviet zone, limitation of the juris- 
diction of military courts and the abolition of interference with 


Austrian administrative and executive departments. He de- 
clared that Austria also intends to approach the Soviet High 
Commissioner on the subject of restitution of the Soviet-con- 
fiscated plants. A new demand is also to be made for the re- 
storation of Austrian air sovereignty. 

Chancellor Raab stated that for the time being the only 
means left for continuing the state treaty talks were diploma- 
tic channels, a procedure, however, which promised to be long 
and drawn out. He declared that Austria would nevertheless 
use this approach since it affords the only opportunity for 
having the talks resumed. 


NO FLAGS TO BE FLOWN IN COMMEMORATION OF ALLIED 
OCCUPATION OF AUSTRIA. The provinces of Vienna, Styria 
and Vorarlberg have issued regulations providing that in the 
future flags will not be flown on April 1, the anniversary of 
the entry of Allied troops into Austria in 1945. The other Aus- 
trian provinces will issue similar regulations shortly. Accord- 
ing to the Austrian Special News Service, this measure is in- 
tended as a protest against the continued occupation and Aus- 
tria’s lack of freedom. 


NEW AUSTRIAN ACTION IN BEHALF OF P.O.W.'S IN SOV- 
IET UNION. An official women’s delegation, made up of the 
wives of Austrian POWs who are still being detained in the 
Soviet Union, has again conferred with Minister of the Interior 
Oskar Helmer and requested him to take further steps to bring 
about speedy repatriation of the prisoners. The Minister an- 
nounced that the Austrian Ambassador in Moscow has been in- 
structed to intervene on behalf of the imprisoned Austrians. It 
has been announced that at least 1,200 Austrian POWs and 
civilinternees are still being held inthe Soviet Union, although 
the real number is believed to be considerably higher. 


WORK TO BEGIN ON SALZBURG-VIENNA TURNPIKE THIS 
SUMMER. Initial work on the construction of the Salzburg-Vien- 
na turnpike is scheduled for early this summer. The first nine 
construction allocations for the highway will be announced in 
April. The first stage to be completed will be the section of 
the highway between Salzburg and Mondsee. This includes the 
completion of five big valley crossings. 


FINANCE MINISTER PROMISES INCREASE IN CULTURAL 
AFFAIRS BUDGET. Austrian Finance Minister Reinhard 
Kamitz recently declared that he would personally defend a 
substantial increase in the allocations for art and science in 
the national budget for the 1955 fiscal year. The Minister 
pointed out that in recent years the primary problem was to 
stabilize the economy and strengthen the currency, for which 
reason it had been necessary to limit expenditures as much as 
possible, including those for the advancement of art and 
science. However, the stabilization process has now made 
such progress, the Minister declared, that it will be possible 
tobe much more liberal with appropriations for art and science 
in the 1955 national budget. 


SHIFT IN FOREIGN TRADE NOTED. The extensive shift 
which has taken place in the direction of Austrian foreign 
trade is most clearly evident when one compares the share of 





4 





March 27, 1954 


Austrian Information 


Page 4 





Austria’s trade partners in her present trade volume with their 
corresponding shares in 1937: (figures in parentheses repre- 
sent 1937 share): United States and Canada: exports 6% (3%), 
imports 15% (6%); Latin America: exports 5% (2%), imports 
6% (4%); German Federal Republic: exports 20% (15%), im- 
ports 27% (16%); Italy: exports 16% (14%), imports 8% (6%), 
other continental EPU (European Payments Union) countries: 
exports 20% (17%), imports 19% (14%), Sterling-bloc area: 
imports and exports 11% (18%); the rest of the world: exports 
25% (41%), imports 20% (51%). The primary reason for this 
shift is the heavy decrease in Austrian trade with the coun- 
tries of Eastern Europe. 


QUOTATIONS ON AUSTRIAN LOANS CONTINUE TO RISE 
IN SWITZERLAND. At the end of January, the average quota- 
tion of the Austrian loans - having a total issue value of 36.7 
million Swiss francs - which are listed on the Swiss exchang- 
es, amounted to 108.54% of the issue value, as against 102. 
95% at the end of December 1953 and 58.24% at the end of De- 
cember 1950. This is the highest quotation which the Aus- 
trian loans have thus far reached in Switzerland. 


BRAZIL AND TURKEY PLACE LARGE INDUSTRIAL OR- 
DERS IN AUSTRIA. The Andritz Machine Works and the Elin 
Corp. have completed joint arrangements to supply complete 
water-power installations to Brazil and Turkey. Scheduled for 
shipment to Brazil - for the Ernestina Power Plant in the 
State of Rio Grande do Sul - are a Francis turbine witha 
7,200-HP hydraulic regulator and a 40-ton crane; to Turkey, 
two Francis turbines, each with a 1,900-HP regulator. The 
installations are to be delivered during 1954. An agreement 
has also been concluded with leading Turkish industrialists 
for the supply of a foundry installation. 


AUSTRIA REPRESENTED AT FRANKFURT FAIR. Austria 
was represented at this year’s spring fair in Frankfurt (Ger- 
man Federal Republic) by 41 firms through their branches and 
another 31 firms as part of the Austrian pavillion. Most of 
the Austrian exhibits were in the field of handicrafts: knitted 
ware, embroidery, printed textiles, hand-loom weaving, lin- 
gerie, porcelain goods, jewelry, metal goods, Christmas-tree 
decorations, playing cards and paper goods. The Vienna 
fashion creations aroused great interest. 


AUSTRIAN IRON AND COPPER ORE PRODUCTION IN- 
CREASES. Austria’s iron ore production in 1953 amounted to 
2,856,630 tons, as compared to 2,652,588 tons. in 1952. 
Practically the entire output was supplied to Austria’s blast 
furnaces. Copper ore production, including the estraction of 
slag, totalled 167,477 tons in 1953, compared to 138,670 tons 
in 1952. This represents a 20% increase in copper ore output. 


PAPER PRODUCTION INCREASED IN 1953. The Austrian 
paper, cellulose, wood cellulose and cardboard industry pro- 
duced a total of 296,413 tons of paper (including 83,864 tons 
of newsprint) in 1953, compared to 251,712 tons in 1952. It 
also produced 296,891 tons of cellulose, 114,799 tons of wood 
pulp and 61,926 tons of cardboard. The export figures were as 
follows (figures for 1952 in parentheses): 166,000 tons of 


paper (117,000), 102,000 tons of cellulose (82,000), 8,000 
tons of wood pulp (5,000) and 21,000 tons’ of cardboard 
(12,000). This means that paper production has increased 
approximately 20% as compared to 1952. The investment pro- 
gram of the Austrian paper industry has been substantially 
completed and there remains only a certain amount of final 
work for bringing capacity up to approximately 350,000 tons 
of paper. 


KEEN FOREIGN INTEREST IN MODERN AUSTRIAN STEEL 
PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES. The oxygen-blast steel process 
developed by Austrian engineers for large-scale operations 
and already used by Austria’s metallurgical works in Linz and 
Donawitz to produce more than 350,000 tons of special-grade 
natural steel, is evoking considerable interest abroad, par- 
ticularly in the United States. Thus, the head of the ore-min- 
ing and metallurgical division of the Oesterreichisch-Alpinen 
Montangesellschaft (Austro-Alpine Mining Corporation) has 
been invited by the Institute of Mining and Metallurgica! 
Engineers to present a report to. the organizations’ annual 
meeting on the present status of blast-steel production in 
Austria. 


AUSTRIAN STEEL WORKS PRODUCING NEW HIGH-DUTY 
LATHE. As part of their machinery construction program, the 
United Austrian Iron and Steel Works in Linz have developed 
a new high-duty lathe. Features of the new machine are its 
simplified and practical operation and the extensiveness of 
its speed range, which is also capable of extensive subdi- 
vision, The lathe is therefore extremely suitable for the ma- 
chining of steel pig and cast iron as well as for the process- 
ing of non-ferrous and light metals. Special tools can easily 
be attached to the machine, thereby increasing the range of 
its uses. 


THREE NEW EXPRESS CONNECTIONS WITH AUSTRIA’S AL- 
PINE RESORTS. As of May 23, 1954, transportation service 
to Austria’s most beautiful Alpine resorts will be expanded by 
the addition of three new international express trains. A di- 
rect express train will run between Innsbruck and Ostende 
(Belgium), with direct connections to London. A train known 
as the ‘‘Tirolexpress’’ will run directly to Innsbruck, likewise 
from London. The already existing ‘‘Alpenexpress,’’ which 
until now has gone only as far as Hamburg, will go on to Co- 
penhagen. The ‘‘Glueckauf-Express’’ will provide a fast con- 
nection between the heart of Western Germany in the Ruhr area 
and Vienna, with connections to all Alpine resorts. 


NEW PARIS-MUNICH-VIENNA AIR SERVICE INNAUGURA- 
TED. Air France has established a new service from Paris 
to Vienna, with a stop-over in Munich. The route will be flown 
by Vickers-Viscount turbine planes which can carry 49 pas- 
sengers and have a cruising speed of 500 km. (312.5 miles) 
per hour. 


250 MODERN CAMPING SITES FOR TOURISTS IN AUSTRIA. 
The Austrian Camping Club announces that 250 camping sites 
with the latest equipment are available for foreign tourists 
travelling through Austria by automobile. Most of these units 





cil 
ev 
co 
Al 


fre 
la 


65 


prc 


for 
we 
SO 
to 


lon 


thi 
for 
Bu 


Sol 
Ste 


tri 
nol 
rou 
thi 
pay 


Vo 


tio 
wh 
Ba 
cls 
eT ot 





ily 
al 
ns 


cL 
ss 
ns 


de 
Ar- 


en 
as 
2a] 
Jal 

in 


TY 
the 
ed 
its 

of 
di- 
na- 
$s- 
ily 
of 


ise 
ich 
>0- 
on- 


rea 


A- 
ris 
wn 
aS- 
2s) 


IA. 
ites 
ists 
nits 





March 27, 1954 


Austrian Information 


Page 5 





are equipped with electric current, sanitary installations, 
shower rooms and even with ironing boards and electric stoves. 
Many of the camping grounds are close to big hotels, whose 
personnel is at the service of the campers at all times. The 
cost of one night’s stay at these Austrian camping sites, 
which are situated in the most beautiful regions of the coun- 
try, ranges from 2 to 6 Austrian schillings (8 to 24 cents), 
members of the Federation Internationale receiving an ad- 
ditional 50% reduction. In 1954 two more tent cities will be 
established in Austria, one in Seeboden on Lake Millstaetter 
and the other at Hinterstoda in Upper Austria. These tent 
cities will be equipped with normal hotel beds and will have 
every comfort. In 1953 approximately 125,000 overnight ac- 
commodations were offered by the 68 principal camping sites in 
Austria. For every 34 Austrian camping site guests there were 
66 foreigners. The camping units were visited by tourists 
from the United States, England, France, Germany, Switzer- 
land, Spain, Italy, the Scandinavian countries, Yugoslavia, 
Greece, Iceland, Lebanon, South Africa and Israel. 


650 SHELTERS NOW OPEN FOR ALPINE TOURISTS. Ap- 
proximately 650 shelters, with overnight accommodations for 
more than 35,000 persons, are now available for Austrian and 
foreign tourists in Austria’s Alpine regions. These shelters 
were built and are also being maintained by five Alpine as- 
sociations. They provide protection, shelter, board and aid 
to mountain climbers in summer and to skiers in winter. 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 





AUSTRIAN LITERATURE IN 1953 


by Oskar Maurus Fontana 


There has been a specifically Austrian literature for a 
long time, but it was only comparatively recently that it has 
been so named. It was really Hermann Bahr who first created 
this collective name or at least gained general acceptance 
for it ‘‘with his broad chest and powerful elbows,’’ for which 
Burckhard praises him. It started somewhere between 1900 
and 1910. As they always do in our country when faced with 
something new, people laughed when Bahr wrote about ‘‘our’’ 
Stelzhammer, ‘‘our’’ Stifter, ‘‘our’’ Philipp Langmann and 
‘‘our’’ Kranewitter and equated the word ‘‘our’’ with ‘‘Aus- 
trian’’. This was considered to be one of his many whims, but 
none of.the jokes in the humorous papers (at that time, humo- 
rous papers still existed) succeeded in making him give up 
this whim, which was finally accepted as genuine currency, 
payable earlier in kronen and, later,in schillings. All at once, 
there was an Austrian literature, from ‘‘our’’ Walther von der 
Vogelweide down to ‘‘our’’ Leopold von Andrian. 

Until that time, people had spoken - but only in connec- 
tion with outstanding works - of a ‘‘Viennese literature,’’ 
which also included the Tyrolese Schoenherr and the Styrian 
Bartsch, although the Tyrolese and Styrians did not therefore 
claim ‘‘a literature of their own.’’ It was only later that this 


occurred. Only the inhabitants of Prague - and this was char- 


acteristic of Prague - insisted on speaking of a ‘‘Prague lite- 
rature,’’ not in a neighborly relation to that of Vienna but in 
opposition to it. For a time, rather strained relations prevail- 
ed between the two literatures but later skillful emissaries 
were able to exert a soothing effect and there was an ex- 
change of envoys. Thus Willi Handl to some extent represen- 
ted Viennese literature in Prague and Camill Hofmann Prague 
literature in Vienna. The great era for Prague began when 
Franz Werfel went to Leipzig to act as the ambassador of 
Prague literature there: no German publisher without an author 
from Prague. As Viennese literature sawitself outdone, it was 
so ashamed and grieved so deeply that it abandoned its name 
and has since officially described itself as ‘‘Austrian litera- 
ture.’’ It is not difficult for the professional ill-wisher to play 
off Austria’s mountains (including several 10,000-foot peaks) 
against Viennese literature, which had only the comparison 
with the ‘‘Wiener Melange’’ to cope with and did so success- 
fully. 
* 

It looked as if the year 1938 would bury Austrian literature 
for ever, but in 1945 it awakened to a new period of growth. 
On the one hand - with the older writers - this growth recalls 
the blossoming of gnarled branches in a gentle autumn, and 
on the other, with the writers of the younger generation, the 
growth takes the form of verdant rather than blossoming vege- 
tation. This will be cause for amazement or irritation only to 
those who refuse to recognize the poverty of other literatures. 
too, after all the catastrophes of recent times, or to those who 
believe that the young bud can be made to blossom more rap- 
idly by scattering sneezing powder, sowing pins and similar 
‘*‘Max-und-Moritz’’ pranks. Those, however, who know that 
successful literary achievement is also dependent on the pro- 
pitiousness of the moment and the patience of the gardner will 
rejoice that our literature, as represented by all generations, 
is again blossoming, growing and alive. 

s 

At any rate, I for one am happy about it and take pleasure 
in the opportunity to present a survey of the book output of 
Austrian authors during the past year. I know how difficult 
this is and what it involves. However, this has always been 
the case, as Max Burckhard noted when he made a similar 
summary in December 1908: 

a Is not he who attempts it by definition a fool, be- 
cause the more names and books he mentions, the more hat- 
red and hostility he must expect on the part of those whom he 
did not mention? Not mentioned because he did not like their 
works; not mentioned because he does not know them; not 
mentioned because he forgot them in his haste; not mentioned 
because he does not know or did not think that they have a 
claim to being included in our literature; not mentioned be- 
cause he did not have enough space and because he who 
mentions too much in such a case is mentioning nothing atall!’ 

Burckhard is also of help to me when he calls Vienna and 
Austria - in 1908, mind you - a ‘‘poor city’’ anda ‘‘poor count- 
ry,’’ and when he comments as follows: 

oem Our own people, however, are completely at odds. 
They are the true separatists. No one wants someone else to 
win recognition: the writers begrudge it to each other and the 
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public begrudges it to the native writers. There is much talk 
about literary cliques. I have not seen much of them; all I 
have noted is that most individuals are at each others’ throats 
like cats and dogs. In addition to this there is the hostility of 
the provinces, the parties and the antithesis of province and 
eaty...”" 

One can readily see that there has hardly been any change 
since 1908; it is the same tune, even with its final note of op- 
timism in spite of everything: namely, that things will go on. 
And they have gone on. The literature which in 1908 was still 
contested or neglected has in 1953 acquired practically clas- 
sical splendor. We can only hope that our present-day litera- 
ture will have even approximately the same standing 45 years 
hence. 


The friend of Austrian literature has reason to be grateful 
to the year 1953, among other things because our youthful 
writers achieved new honors and made new progress, whether 
through literary prizes (Ilse Aichinger, Ingeborg Bachmann), 
at meetings with enthusiastic speeches and resounding reso- 
lutions - as at Linz (‘‘Stimmen der Gegenwart’’) or Kapfenberg 
(‘‘Tuer an Tuer’’) - or, what is more important, by accomplish- 
ments in the field of poetry, the novel and the theater. How- 
ever, I am certain that the young people will agree with me 
that the outstanding achievement of 1953 is the publication of 
complete editions of the works of earlier authors. Above all, 
there is the Robert Musil edition (Rowohlt, Hamburg),in which 
‘‘Der Mann ohne Eigenschaften,’’ that solitary peak in our lit- 
erature, makes a new appearance and also includes the third 


part which hitherto was known only to a relatively small circle. 


This article by Oskar Maurus Fontana was taken from the 


first number of the new Austrian cultural magazine ‘“‘Forum.’ 
The second part of the article will appear in the next issue 


of AUSTRIAN INFORMATION. 


VIENNA CHOIR BOYS GOING ON WORLD TOUR. The famous 
Vienna Choir Boys left in mid-February for an eight-month 
world tour which will take them as far as Australia and New 
Zealand. The group has already given concerts in Switzer- 
land, Germany, France and England. These are to be follow- 
ed by concerts in Curacao, Honolulu and then in New Zealand 
and Australia. 


“THE CENTURY OF THE WALTZ’''-SERIES OF BOOKS COm- 
MEMORATES I50TH ANNIVERSARY OF JOHANN STRAUSS’ 
BIRTH. In commemoration of the-150th anniversary of the 
birth of Johann Strauss the Elder, the ‘‘Universal Edition’’ 
has published the first volume in a serial work by Max Schoen- 
herr and Karl Peinoehl entitled ‘‘The Century of the Waltz.’’ 
The book describes and evaluates the life and work of the 
head of the waltz dynasty, Johann Strauss the Elder, including 
his great successes and tragic disappointments. All of his 251 
works are carefully catalogued and followed by a commentary on 
musical structure and instrumental scoring, information on first 
announcement and first performance — arranged according to 
place and date — and illustrative musical passages. The large 
number of pictures, portraits and vignettes makes the book at- 
tractive as well as interesting. The subsequent books in the 


series will portray the lives of the othermembers of the Strauss 
dynasty and of other waltz composers. 

In connection with the above-mentioned anniversary, the 
Vienna Municipal Library has organized a special exhibition 
of Straussiana, drawing upon pictures and documents of the 
life and work of Strauss the Elder provided by various libra- 
ries and museums of Austria. The ceremonies also included 
an official commemorative service and the depositing of 
wreaths at Johann Strauss’ grave. Under the sponsorship of 
Mayor Franz Jonas of Vienna, the Johann Strauss Society or- 
ganized a special Strauss concert at the Musikverein. 


VIENNA FESTIVAL TO FEATURE ‘‘FIGARO"’ PERFORM- 
ANCE IN IMPERIAL GARDENS. Performances of Mozart’s 
‘‘The Marriage of Figaro’’ will be given in the park of the 
former imperial residence, the Castle of Schoenbrunn, during 
this year’s Vienna Festival, which is to be held from May 
29 to June 30. These performances will take place on June 
2, 5, 9 and 14. 


GRAZ FESTIVAL SCHEDULED FOR JULY AND AUGUST. 
Graz, the provincial capital of Styria, is planning to present 
another of its famous Graz Festivals in 1954. It has been 
decided to hold a Music Week from July 1 to 12 and a Drama 
Week from August 28 to September 4. 


““APRIL 1, 2000’’ SHOWN IN NORWAY, ARGENTINA, URU- 
GUAY AND SOUTH AFRICA. Distribution rights to the Aus- 
trian film ‘‘April 1, 2000,’’ which is now running in New York, 
have been sold to Norway, Argentina, Uruguay and South Af- 
rica where it was shown with great success. The picture was 
received enthusiastically at the recent International Film Fes- 
tival in Sao Paulo, Brazil. There was also great acclaim at 
this Festival for the two Austrian documentaries, ‘‘Lebens- 
kampf im Moor’’ (Life Struggle in the Moor) and ‘‘Warnung im 
Dunkeln’’ (Warning in the Dark). 

Certain Brazilian quarters have approached Austria with a 
proposal for joint production of an Austro-Brazilian film on 
the subject of Don Pedro, the first Emperor of Brazil, and his 
wife, the Hapsburg princess Leopoldine of Austria. Further- 
more, a number of Austrian films have been sold to Brazil. 


TIBET EXPLORER HEINRICH HARRER ARRIVES IN U.S. 
FOR VISIT. Heinrich Harrer, the Austrian explorer of Tibet, 
arrived in the United States on March 18 for a visit of several 
weeks. Mr. Harrer will describe his Tibet experiences on 
several American radio and TV programs and will be a guest 
of prominent organizations. Harrer’s book, ‘‘Seven Years in 
Tibet,’’ has been chosen as a Book-of-the-Month Club 
Selection. 


AUSTRIAN HIMALAYA EXPEDITION DEPARTS. Austria’s 
1954 Himalaya expedition (see AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
Vol. VII, No. 3) has left Vienna for Genoa on its way to 
Bombay. The expedition will explore the triangular region 
formed by Tibet, Nepal and India, which includes the three 
7,000-meter (22,960 ft.) peaks Api, Nampa and Saipal. Par- 
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ticipating in the expedition are 8 Austrians, including Dr. 
Jonas its leader and physician, Dr. Beyer its geodetic sur- 
veyor and the mountain-climbers Chval, Fostenlechner, Hein- 
zel, Moravec, Pfeffer and Reiss. 


_ AIR AND SHIP TRAVEL BECOME UNIVERSITY SUBJECTS. 


~~ ae 


The Vienna University for International Trade has introduced 
a course on tourist trade designed to provide experts with 
theoretical and practical training. The course will last four 
semesters and candidates will be required to take a final 
written and oral examination before a committee. Emphasis 
is being placed on foreign languages, tourist trade advertis- 
ing, the economic, legal and social problems connected with 
the tourist trade, as well as on detailed courses on air and 


_ ship travel. These courses cover the international regulations 


governing civil aviation; the technical requirements, the 
economic collaboration between and the organization of the 
airlines of the world, the regulations connected with the trans- 
portation of mail, passengers and freight, etc. by air. Similar 
subject matter forms the core of the courses on international 
ship, rail and bus transportation. Other subjects included in 


, the tourist trade course are Hotel and Travel Office Correspon- 
| dence and Operation, World Postal Systems, Tourist Insurance, 


Tourist Trade Law and Statistics, Foreign Exchange Law and 
International Payments Systems. Outstanding experts from the 
fields of business and tourist trade will give the students 
training in practical subjects. The courses are also open to 
foreigners. 


SALZBURG SUMMER SCHOOL OFFERS PACKAGE AR- 
RANGEMENTS. The Salzburg International Summer School for 


, German-language students is currently offering a number of 


very attractive all-inclusive package arrangements for visits 
to Salzburg and tours within Austria. A typical arrangement 
for Salzburg, covering all living expenses, Festival tickets 
and seven days of excursions, costs about $60.00. The orga- 
nization also offers a week’s stay in Vienna for $41.00. Be- 


, cause of the Festival and other ticket commitments, reserva- 


tions must be booked for specific dates. For instance, the 
Salzburg arrangement is available only from July 24 to July 


» 31, from July 31 to August 7 and from August 7 to 15. The 
_ organization is arranging holidays in Mondsee and elsewhere 
' for $2—4 per day. The German-language courses offered by 
) this organization last three weeks, the maximum tuition cost 


amounting to $23.00. The organization has its offices at Ma- 
kart Platz 9, Salzburg, Austria. 


INTERNATIONAL SUMMER COURSES IN TRADITIONAL 
HANDICRAFTS AT GRUNDLSEE. Special courses in textile 
printing with antique blocks, wood carving, hand-loom weav- 
ing and glass painting, taught by local experts, are being 


_ offered from July to September, 1954, by the International 
' Summer School for Special Traditional Handicrafts at Grundl- 


see in the Austrian province of Styria. A four-week course is 


| necessary for becoming acquainted with the techniques in any 


one of the afore-mentioned subjects. The participant in the 
course produces articles for daily wear or use which he can 
take home. The working materials are provided at their 


original, low-cost prices. 

Cost: $3.50 per day for room and board. Tuition fee: $60 
for four weeks, including paints and materials for beginners. 
Courses begin on July 15, 1954. 

The representative for the course in the United States is 
Mrs. Anna C. Mautner, 17 Anthony Road, West Barrington, 
R.I. (to be in the U.S. until May 1, 1954). 


INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ASSOCIATION FOUNDED IN 
VIENNA TO AID AND ADVISE FOREIGN STUDENTS. The 
International Student Association recently established in 
Vienna is pursuing the goal of advising and assisting foreign 
students at Austrian universities and colleges. The Associa- 
tion will organize weekly meetings at which foreign students 
will be able to establish contacts with their Austrian col- 
leagues and hear lectures on Austria and her culture. More- 
over, a permanent consultation office will be set up on the 
premises of the Association to advise students on the subject 
of study problems, registration formalities, choice of courses 
as well as housing and other personal matters. The consulta- 
tion office will also assist foreign students desiring to work 
in a special field to obtain books and materials, help them in 
their work and enable them to make contact with leading 
authorities and institutions in their field. 


A.I.S.C. CONGRESS TO BE HELD IN VIENNA IN OCTOBER. 
The World Association of Travel Bureaus, Airline and Steam- 
ship Companies and the Hotel Trade (A.I.S.C.) will hold its 
1954 annual congress in Vienna this October. Approximately 
1,000 persons are expected to attend. The holding of the con- 
gress in Vienna is of the greatest importance to the Austrian 
tourist trade. 


VIENNA FINE ARTS ACADEMY RECEIVES 30 VALUABLE 
I7TH-CENTURY PAINTINGS. University Professor Wolfgang 
Wurzbach-Tannenberg has generously bequeathed a collection 
of 30 valuable Dutch paintings of the 17th century to the 
picture gallery of the Vienna Academy of Fine Arts. Among 
others, the collection includes works by Adrian van Ostade, 
Vermeer von Harlem, Hogstraaten and Zeeman. 


AUSTRIAN PAINTERS EXHIBIT IN PARIS. Considerable 
interest has been aroused in Paris by the exhibition at the 
Barbizon Gallery of 40 pictures by the Austrian painter Greta 
Feist. Another Austrian artist represented in Paris is the 
young Viennese painter Hundertwasser, whose pictures have 
been on display at the Pachetti Studio for some time. 


VIENNA OPERA ENSEMBLE TO MAKE GUEST APPEAR. 
ANCE IN BRUSSELS MAY 8-12: Following its guest appear- 
ance in Wiesbaden, the Vienna State Opera ensemble will give 
a series of five performances of Mozart operas in Brussels. 
The first opera scheduled is ‘‘The Marriage of Figaro,’’ to be 
followed by ‘‘The Magic Flute,’’ ‘‘Don Giovanni’’ and ‘‘Cosi 
fan tutte.’’ The conductor will be Dr. Karl Boehm and the 
soloists include Maria Reining, Irmgard Seefried, Sena Jurinac, 
Hilde Gueden, Wilma Lipp, Emmy Loose, Paul Schoeffler, An- 
ton Dermota and others. 
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AUSTRIAN SUCCESSES AT WORLD SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS IN 
AARE. The final day of the world ski championships in Aare 
resulted in decisive successes for Austria. In the downhill 
race for men, the first three places were won by the Austrians 
Christl Pravda, Martin Strolz and Ernst Oberaigner. A total of 
59 skiers participated in the contest. On March 6 the Austrian 
Trude Klecker won first place in the slalom for women. 


AUSTRIAN ‘‘OSCAR'' AWARDED TO PAULA WESSELY. 
Austria’s ‘‘Oscar,’’ the Sascha Kolowrat Cup, for 1953 was 
awarded to the picture ‘‘Ich und meine Frau’’ (I and my wife), 
produced by the Paula Wessely Film Company. This is the 
third time since the end of the war that the Wessely company 
has won this high honor. The leading roles in the film were 
played by Paula Wessely and Attila Hoerbiger. The selecting 
jury had also given consideration to the Austrian films ‘‘Der 
Feldherrnhuegel’’ (Vindobona Film Company) and ‘‘Puenkt- 
chen und Anton’’ (Ringfilm Production). 


DOCUMENTARY OF HAPSBURG CRYPT TO BE FILMED. 
Work has started at the burial place of the Hapsburg Emperors 
and Empresses in Vienna’s Capuchin Crypt on a cultural film 
being produced by the Catholic Film Guild. Directed by Ed- 
munde Hammer, the film will be entitled ‘‘Einer ist staerker’’ 
and will show the magnificent decorations of the sarcophagi 
of the dead rulers in all their details. These tombs are uni- 
versally recognized as first-class works of art. 


UPPER AUSTRIAN PROVINCIAL THEATER FEATURING 
FIVE PREMIERES IN MARCH. The Upper Austrian Provincial 
Theater in Linz is presenting five premieres during March: 
‘‘Das Wunder von Saragossa’’ by Franz Hauptmann (a contem- 
porary Austrian author), S. Beckett’s ‘‘Warten auf Godot,’’ the 
comedy ‘‘Gloriana’’ by A. Bronnen and the two operas ‘‘Die 
kluge Susanne’’ by Franz Xaver Lehner and ‘‘Mathias der 
Maler’’ by Paul Hindemith. 


ROMAN STRUCTURES DISCOVERED IN VIENNA EXCAVA- 
TIONS. In connection with construction work carried out in 
Vienna, the nine-meter-wide Via Praetoria, the main artery of 
the Roman camp of Emperor Marcus Aurelius, has now been 
laid open. The remains of two headquarters for Roman officers 
dating back to 100 A.D. were also discovered close to the 
road. Still other excavations resulted in the opening up of a 
Lombard cemetery of the 6th century. 


OVER 10,000 PARTICIPANTS REGISTER FOR SECOND 
AUSTRIAN SONG FESTIVAL. Thus far, over 10,000 persons 
have announced their intention to participate in the Second 
Austrian Singing Festival to be held in Klagenfurt from June 
11-14. In addition to a large number of choral concerts which 
will give a picture of present-day choral singing in Austria, 
the Festival will also include a concert of folk songs by 
choruses from the various Austrian provinces. 
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